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found, no illegitimacy, no epilepsy, no crime, and only one case
of bad morals and two of alcoholism were found among all the
descendants. Goddard concluded that Kallikak degeneracy re-
sulted from defective mentality caused by infusion of "bad
blood."
As with Galton, however, the conclusion can be questioned*
One possible error centers around the paternity of Martin Kalli-
kak, junior. His subnormal mother firmly fixed the paternity on
Martin, senior, but the evidence rests on her questionable testi-
mony. Without proof the case loses much of its force.
Goddard, moreover, minimizes the effects of environment. Al-
though he says that criminals are made rather than born, he does
not consider the ill effects of poverty, filth, and deplorable home
conditions on children born into the bad side of the family. Nor
does he comment on effects of favorable influences such as Ae
educational, cultural, and financial advantages enjoyed by Ae
good side. That both branches lived in the same geographical
locale in no way implies that their actual environments were the
same.
In short, while The Kallikak Family indicates the injberitance
of feeblemindedness through six generations, it fails to pfove that
pauperism, drunkenness, and delinquency result primarily from
bad family stock.
Jungle or "Feral" Children
Dramatic stories of infants abandoned in the wijds and reared
by animals show strikingly environment's influence, which the
genealogical studies neglected. Though such cases are rare and
their data incomplete, they deserve mention.
In 1799 some hunters discovered a wild bgj roaming the for-
ests of Aveyron in southern France. He appeared about 11 years
old and grubbed his living from roots and acorns, animal fashion.
Captured and brought to Paris, he was put in the care of a Dr.
JEAN ITARD who undertook to civilize him* Th^ task seemed